
Lake Maumelle
At the time of original construction in 1956-1958, the lake was miles from even 
modestly-populated areas.  All of the surrounding land essentially was forest.  The 
reservoir, an impoundment of the Big Maumelle River, was built for the purpose of 
providing a high-quality drinking water supply for the metropolis.  Today, it supplies 
60% of the daily water demand for 11 cities and communities and is a natural area 
for limited recreation.

Time is rapidly closing the distance between the drinking water supply and the 
network of homes, roads, and commercial centers that support urbanization.  In 
addition, the alteration of land for development, farming, and timber harvesting, as 
well as the by-products of human activity (automobiles, lawn care, picnicking, etc.), 
compound the need for us to be better stewards of this important and valuable 
natural resource.
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What is nonpoint Source Pollution?
Lake Maumelle is surrounded by 88,000 acres of mostly forestland.  Stormwater and other runoff from 
the surrounding lands drains into the lake and replenishes it during all four seasons.  When precipitation 
from rain, snowmelt, and irrigation flows over the ground, it picks up whatever is in its path and carries 
the load — known as nonpoint source pollutionnonpoint source pollution — into the lake.

Nonpoint source pollutionNonpoint source pollution does not come from a single identifiable source, such as a large industrial 
plant.  It comes from many different sources and many different properties.  It comes from the everyday 
activities of land owners and lake-area users, such as you and me.  By practicing healthy and 
environmentally-responsible household, landowner, and recretional habits, together we can make a big 
difference in protecting the lake's watershed and the lake, itself, from pollution.

What is AT risk?
• Good-tasting, high-quality, low-cost, and dependable drinking water. Good quality of life and public 
   health for more than 360,000 people.

• A reliable and plentiful water supply to support economic development and community growth for 
  11 cities and communities.

• Limited recreation and fun for families in an environmentally-friendly setting.

• A sanctuary for wildlife, waterfowl, and aquatic plants.

• A place of serenity for all of us.

The Arkansas Soil and Water Conservation Commission and Pulaski Conservation District are 
sponsoring this mailing to inform property owners within the Lake Maumelle Watershed Community 
about nonpoint source pollutionnonpoint source pollution.  The funding source is a Section 319 grant under the Clean Water Act 
and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
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